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Article Overview

The typical economically productive lifespan of a data center is 10-15 years, though
physical facilities can last 20-30 years with proper maintenance.

Facility Lifespan

Data centers are generally designed with a 10-15-year operational lifespan in mind,
which reflects the period during which they remain economically productive and
technologically relevant . While the physical structure of a data center can last 20-30
years, older facilities often require costly retrofits to support modern IT loads, higher
power densities, and advanced cooling systems . About half of global data center
facilities are over 10 years old, with the average facility age around 11.3 years .
Aging centers may persist in operation, but they tend to be less energy-efficient and
may struggle to meet evolving IT demands.

IT Equipment and Infrastructure

Within a data center, servers and IT equipment typically have shorter lifespans than
the facility itself. Servers are often replaced every 3-5 years due to increasing
computing demands, risk of hardware failure, and expiration of OEM support .
Properly maintained servers can last up to 8 years, but operational risk and
performance requirements usually drive earlier replacement. Other infrastructure
components, such as power and cooling systems, may last longer but also require
periodic upgrades to maintain reliability and efficiency.
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Article Content
Apr 25, 2026
How to Maximize Data Center Equipment Lifespan

With proper maintenance, modern data center equipment can function effectively for
a decade or more. Instead of chasing marginal improvements, organizations can
focus on optimizing

Nov 10, 2025
Server Lifecycle

We are now 100% cloud or outsourced data center for our main data centers. We will
see how we evolve the strategy for servers that still need to be physically at certain
remote locations and manufacturing

Jan 31, 2026
Gauging the Length of a Data Center''s Useful Life

Naturally, building a data center designed to still be running two decades or more
from now requires a lot of educated guesswork. But without making the effort to think
that far out today, it''s

Jun 02, 2026
How the Typical Data Center Life Cycle ...

The same cannot be said for the data center life cycle. While the data center life
cycle can also be broken down into a design phase and an operational phase,

Nov 12, 2025
Taking a look at the lifespan of Data Centre components

In order to begin outlining the lifespan of a Data Center, it is first important to
distinguish which particular types of

Jan 17, 2026
Why Expected Server Lifetime Is in the Eye of the Beholder

They may take up more space in the data center. And they may eventually not be
compatible with modern operating systems, although that is not a common
occurrence. Linux can run

Apr 20, 2026

Why data centers could hit obsolescence sooner than you think
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The number of data centers in Ireland - which thanks to its proximity to Europe and
cooler climate has become a digital gateway hub - is expected to grow 65% in
coming years with 14

Nov 01, 2025
AGING DATA CENTERS

Data centers can last 20 to 30 years, but its economically productive lifespan often
caps at 10-15 yearsl. Too often, enterprises attempt to squeeze as much life out of
their data centers as possible despite

Aug 29, 2025
Data Center Hardware Refresh Cutback by Microsoft — What''s Next?

Data Center Hardware Refresh Cutback by Microsoft — What''s Next? Microsoft
expands its cloud server life span

Apr 18, 2026
Taking a look at the lifespan of Data Centre components

In order to begin outlining the lifespan of a Data Center, it is first important to
distinguish which particular types of facilities we are discussing as well as the two
main categories of equipment:

Mar 27, 2026
Fundamentals of Managing the Data Center Life Cycle for Owners

Introduction However long a data center owner requires their facility to last; the
physical infrastructure systems are expected to

Jul 16, 2026
How much capacity is in aging data centers? | Uptime Intelligence

As new capacity is concentrated in super-sized data centers and legacy facilities
continue to operate in large numbers, market trends become more difficult to read.
This report looks at how

Jul 25, 2025
Extending the Life Cycle of Data Center Equipment

However, Service Express has analyzed equipment data from more than half a million
devices over the past 15 years,

Jul 03, 2026

How much capacity is in aging data centers? | Uptime Intelligence
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As new capacity is concentrated in super-sized data centers and legacy facilities
continue to operate in large numbers,

Mar 22, 2026
What Is the Average Lifespan of a Data Center Server?

Data center servers typically need to be replaced every five years, but there are
several factors that can influence the

Jun 08, 2026
How Long Does Networking Equipment Last? 2026 Lifespan Guide

How long do enterprise switches, routers, and optical transport last in 20267 Lifespan
data, OEM End-of-Sale timing, and Al refresh impact.

Mar 07, 2026
How much capacity is in aging data centers?

New data center sites, on the scale of hundreds of megawatts each, will continue to
proliferate to deliver digital

Dec 01, 2025
How older data centers are keeping pace

Yet older data centers have several factors in their favor when it comes to looking at
long term value propositions. For

Mar 07, 2026
Shut down

Data centers are not decommissioned automatically after 10 years. Instead, they''re
designed to operate for decades. Components

Aug 07, 2025
What is the Lifespan of a Data Center

Data centers typically last 10-20 years overall, though components vary widely in
durability. IT equipment like servers often cycles every 3-5 years due to tech
upgrades, while infrastructure such

Oct 05, 2025
Sturdier Servers: Cloud Platforms Say Servers ...

A long row of racks housing servers inside the Google data center in Mayes County,
Oklahoma. (Photo: Google) As of 2020, the estimated lifespan of a server on a cloud
computing platform was three
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Feb 08, 2026
AGING DATA CENTERS

Data creation, consumption, and the need to store and process it may have no
foreseeable end, but a data center facility has a

Jun 28, 2026
How much capacity is in aging data centers?

New data center sites, on the scale of hundreds of megawatts each, will continue to
proliferate to deliver digital products and services. This will make the age distribution
of the installed

Oct 20, 2025
AGING DATA CENTERS

Data centers can last 20 to 30 years, but its economically productive lifespan often
caps at 10-15 yearsl. Too often, enterprises

Oct 14, 2025
How to Maximize Data Center Equipment Lifespan

Tech giants push a compelling narrative: replace your data center equipment every
three to

Sep 16, 2025
How to Maximize Data Center Equipment Lifespan

With proper maintenance, modern data center equipment can function effectively for
a decade or more. Instead of

Oct 07, 2025
How to Build a Data Center to Last

The lifespan of a data center can vary significantly depending on several factors.
While the average lifespan is typically between 10 and 20 years, factors such as
technology evolution,

Oct 30, 2025
When Is the Right Time to Expand Your Company''s Data Center Design?

Assessing Data Center Lifespan There isn''t a specifically calculated or scheduled
time to upgrade data center design, but you want to have a migration strategy in
place before you need it.

May 22, 2026
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Extending the lifespan of an existing data center and keeping ...

The digital economy is creating ever-increasing demand for data centers. However,
the investment they represent is

Jun 05, 2026
Shut down

Data centers are not decommissioned automatically after 10 years. Instead, they''re
designed to operate for decades. Components are refreshed continuously—IT
hardware every 3-5 years (often lasting

Jul 18, 2026
How Long Do Servers Last | Blog | Curvature

While servers do have a legitimate end-of-life date, the time does not need to be
determined by OEMs. Consistent maintenance can extend the life of last-generation
hardware for the

Apr 18, 2026
90+ Data Center Industry Statistics | Fact-Checked 2026

Home > Technology Digital Media > Data Center Industry Statistics WifiTalents Report
2026 - Technology Digital Media Data Center Industry

Apr 04, 2026
Why data centers could hit obsolescence sooner than you think

The number of data centers in Ireland - which thanks to its proximity to Europe and
cooler climate has become a

Sep 03, 2025
Expected Useful Life (EUL) for data center equipment

Responses to date Total of 18 member responses 14 from North America, 3 from
Europe, 1 from MEA 11 Enterprise, 6

Feb 20, 2026
When Data Centers Age Out

Data centers are built to last, but not forever. As technology evolves, older facilities
face increasing pressure to keep up with modern demands—higher computing power,
better energy

Oct 13, 2025

How older data centers are keeping pace

© 2026 Chromadeck Line Materials & Optical Protection - All rights reserved



Page 7/7

Yet older data centers have several factors in their favor when it comes to looking at
long term value propositions. For one, they''re already connected to the grid, giving
them an advantage

Contact Us
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